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UNIVERSITY OF
CALCUTTA.& KALYANI

Syllabus for Three-Years (General) Degree Course
History— Paper-1II
MODERN EUROPE (1789-1939)
A. Foundation of Modern Europe (1789-1814):

1. Background-Renaissance and Reformation-Geographical
Discoveries-Scientific Revolution-Advent of Capitalism.
2. The French Revolution-Socio-Economic Background.
2. Progress of the revolution-Posular Movements-Jacobins and
Girondins.
3. Rise of Napoleon-Internal Reconstruction-Napoleon and
Europe-Napolean and Revolution.

B. Political developments in Europe from 1815-1870:

1. Triumph of conservatism-The Metternich System.

2. Nation~lism, Liberalism and the Revolutions of 1830 and 1848.
3. Stages of Italian unification.

4. Unification and consolidation of Germany.

S. Russia: Attempts at Reforms by Alexander-II.

C. Society and Economy in Nineteenth century Europe:

1. Industrial Advances in England and the continent.
2. Labour Movements.

3. Utopian Socialism and Marxism.

4. Art and Culture, Literatures and Science.



(vi)
D. Modern Imperialism 1871-1914:
1. Europe in 1871-New Balance of Power.
2. Scramble for colonies in Asia and Africa.
3. The Eastern Question in later Nineteenth Century.
4. Triple Alliance, Triple Entents & the Emergence of two armed
camps.

E. First World War (1914-1919):

1. Origins of the First World War-Issues and Stakes.

2. Russian Revolution of 1917.

3. Peace Settlement of 1919-Its long term consequences-Birth
of German Republic.

F. Europe in the Inter-War Period (1919-1939):

1. Consolidation of economic and political power of the Soviet
State.

2. Rise of Fascism in Italy.

3. Nazism and Germany-Nazi state-the aggressive foreign policy.

4, QOutbreak of the Second World War-Different Interpretations.
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[Foundation of Modern Europe (1789-1814)]
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(Syllabus: Background—Renaissance and Reformation- Geographical
Discoveries—Scientific Revolution- Advent of Capitalism)
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1. RIS AT @ A. G.R. Elton, Ideas and Institutions in Western
Civilisation; Renaissance and Reformation, New York, 1963 ; W. Ferguson, The
KRenaissance in Historical Thought, New York, 1948 ; J. Burckhardt, The Civilization
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1. M. Dobb, Studies in the Development of Capitalism, London, 1972, p. 1.

2. Marx, Capital Vol IIl. pp 1023-24
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1. Max Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism.
2. H. Pirenne, "Stages in the Social History of Capitalism”, American Historical
Aeview, 1914
. 3. "The development of Capitalism falls into a number of stages, characterized
by different levels of maturity and each of them recognizable by fairly distinctive trits”-
M Dobdb, Op.Cit, p 17.
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1. F[ereae sy, Qe ¥, (1986), 7 90

2. f3ifi® SIAGAIT WY . G. Lefebvre, The French Revolution, 2 vols; A. Cobbas,
A History of Modern France, vol 2; The New Cambridge Modern History, vol. IX; G. Rude,
Revolutionary Europe, E. J. Hobsbawn, The Age of Revolution; Europe 1789-1848; 4R A.
Soboul, Understanding the French Revolution (Delhi edn, 1989).
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1. A Soboul, m 4TY “Classes and Class Struggles during the Revolution” Al
oy, 9 15-42. .
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