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The: Danger of Materialism—A Call 10 Prayer and Action.

(Summarised from a spe

A RE we really concerned ‘that Christianity
should survive? We are most deeply con-

cerned that Christianity, as the way of - life in
all “its  many-sided aspects, should survive
Whgrever we look today, we find ourselves up
against difficulties which appear almost too
Sreat to be overcome. In the uncertainty of
‘human life we turn our eyes from time to time
to the certitude of our Christian faith.

We have arrived at a state when men
Pay less and less attention to the spiritual side
of our earthly life. This has been the after-
effect of two world-wars, combined with the
growing materialism that arises from man’s con-
quest of the forees of nature and his absorption
In his own capacity tb create more and more
material things. The great wars sapped the
whole moral fibre of mankingd and encouraged
all those passions ang hatreds which are the
very antithesis of love, humility and forbearance
upon which is based oup Christian faith. By
over concentration upon the less important side-
the material side of our life—we find ourselves
more.and more neglecting the Christian side.
Pride in our human accomplishments swells up
and displaces the humility which Christ taught
Us. The material side is not unimportant. In
the prayey taught by our Lord, we ask that God
may give us this day our daily bread as wel

t’nat_His_ Kingdom may come. There is thus a
duality in our life.

. Both parts must be kept in
E;‘;{Jet!‘h_halance. It is not by neglecting the mate.
ngs that we shal) succeed in living the

| as
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Christian life but rather by regulating our
lationship in material matters according 0
principles which Christ laid down for us:

i
{h

We have today, many of us, at leastﬂ
wrong sense of values. We have allowed %
selves to become so entangled in the almost
versal material competition that we have th? ﬂilJ
overboard Christian standards. Life WO
indeed, be gloomy and purposeless 1*
were to think that the be-all and end-all of gl
existence was to accumulate possessions: |
then to die leaving them behind us for otherp'f
enjoy. It is our Christian beliefs that maﬂt
our life worthwhile, but only if we hayve abs?.
faith in them. They are either all or no¥
If we cling to them ag divine truth, they ﬂl.;f
dominate and rule our whole life, [f we ,h’ 4

it
no faith in them they are but g snare and & z:f
lusion. If We are to arrest the danger of i
Halism and the decline of Christian mot2s
We need to rededicate ourselves to our L”rd
Master hy brayer and by action,

Faith w
of faith.

W

4
L

)
ithout works amounts to 2 dgtl ‘
Prayer without action is an insY fl}’
GOd.‘ Let us then pray with a full sense 9
rit}tles and responsibilities that our com™ 1Y
With God places upon us; then, indeed, sP? ¢

ave the strength and courage: so to act 1

! f
€veryday life that Christianity will not on
Vive, but flourigh.
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