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CHRIST AND GANDHLJI- .
The Absolute and The Relative:

L I(BY REV: FR: C. A. ABRAHAM M. A.)

: : o
IT is very likely that the stories o §9meso;i§1|e
earlier heresies will be repeated in India, especially

egardirg the person of Christ. |t seems to me that

arge volume of sentiments expressed after G:andi:uys
is a pointer in that direction.
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of thinking. Should we not rather expand our thinking to
fit the facts ? '

No man has ever exercised after his death the
influence which Christ has and in the way that He has,
Dead mzn influence us (as might Gandhiji) through our
remembering them and their teachings. Christ has worked
and is working on countless numbers directly, livingly, by
This is the mystery of worship and prayer.
Do we not in our small way

meeting them.
We come into His presence-

experience it 7 As He can come to us as we can to Him,

He .must be- alive. When He confronts us we have to
worship Him, He is divine.” By means of the Church, the
vehicle in which He moves through the earth, Christ has
outmanoeuvred time and speaks to each generation as
present to it. Neither time nor space imposes any carrier
on Christ’s appeal.  Think of the countless number of His
witnesses in diverse lands among all races in all periodst The
Church of God has broken every law of historical bodies,
surviving the natural periods of vigour and decline without
change in form or character. '

Gandhiji's Philosophy was an eclectic philosophy
and it is bound to be inadequate as any man’s philosophy
has to be  He behaved always as though he believed in a
Personal God-  How else can ons explin Gandhiji’s trust
in God's guidance and the effectiveness of prayer? We
can trace the various- elements and their sources in his
mental and spiritual make up. Can we say that of Christ ?
He was not just a product of His political .and social sur-
roundings or even the traditions of a religious race. When
we put all those possibilities together they fall short of
what He in fact was.

In Christ Godbroke openly into History. The life,
death and resurrection of Christ is the supreme and the
clearest instance of the appzarance of The Absolute on the
stage of time. He stood among us asa man to revesl
Himself to us and then died like a man to bind us to Hin-
self for ever. The new light from beyond came to us not

merely in the teachings of Christ but in Chuist Himself,.
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The greatness of Gandhijiy tora, lerge extent, was: that he
translated into action in no small measure some of the
teachings of our Lord.  If that cartinspire; millions of hearts
how much more should a fuller knowledge of the person, of
our Lord and His redemptive work thrill the hearts of men?
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Chirist that this cotintry will proclaim our Lord as her Lot
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